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Before the FEDERAL COMMUMCATIONS COMMISSION
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of
GEN Docket No. 90-314

ET Docket No. 92-100

REPLY COMMENTS OF PACIFIC BELL AND NEVADA BELL ON
PETITION LE COMPUTER, INC.

Amendment of the Commission's
Rules to Establish New Personal
Communications Services

Apple Computer, Inc. ("Apple") filed an Emergency
Petition on September 13, 1993, with regard to certain issues
relating to unlicensed Personal Communications Service ("PCS")
devices. Pursuant to the Public Notice dated October 22, 1993,l
Pacific responds to selected issues raised in the comments.

Apple filed comments on its Petition explaining that

2

the Commission's Second Report and Order“ in the above-captioned

proceeding addressed many of its concerns and rendered others

3

moot. However, it continued to maintain that the Commission

should allocate the 1910-1930 MHz band for asynchronous

services.4

1 Broadband Personal Communications Devices (unlicensed)
GEN Docket No. 90-314, Public Notice DA 93-1278, released
October 22, 1993.

2 In the Matter of Amendment of the Commission's Rules to
Establish New Personal Communlcations Services, GEN Docket
No. 90-314, RM-7140, RM-7515, RM-7618, Second Report and Order,
released October 22, 1993 ("PCS order").

3 Comments of Apple, summary i

4 14. at pp. 2-3.



The 1910-1930 MHz band is very attractive because it
is the least encumbered spectrum allocated for PCS. Therefore,
unlicensed PCS devices can be deployed more quickly. 1In its
Second Report and Order, the Commission allocated 20 MHz to
isochronous services and 20 MHz to asynchronous services with
each receiving 10 MHz of this lightly loaded band.? We agree
with American Personal Communications ("APC"), and Northern
Telecom, Inc. ("Northern Telecom") that this allocation is in
the public interest and Apple's proposal is not.6 Apple's
proposal unfairly shifts the balance toward data thereby
limiting the amount of desirable spectrum available for
Centrex/PBX applications.

Apple also continues to make a distinction between
nomadic and non-nomadic applications arguing that the Commission
does not give sufficient weight to the fact that essential

7

asynchronous PCS technologies will be nomadic. It uses this

distinction to buttress its contention that the 1910-1930 MHz
band should be allocated to asynchronous technologies because it
believes nomadic applications will not be able to co-exist with

8 However, as

unlicensed PCS devices such as wireless PBXs.
Hewlett-Packard Company ("HP") points out, the distinction is

not meaningful because all unlicensed PCS must be treated as

5 Ppecs order, para. 185,

6 Comments of APC, pp. 4-5; Comments of Northern Telecom,
p. 3.

7 Comments of Apple, pp. 3-5.

8

Apple Petition, p. 5.



nomadic if they are to succeed commercially.9 Moreover, as
Northern Telecom correctly observes, the WinForum etiquette
permits the sharing of spectrum by both nomadic and non-nomadic
devices through its "listen-before-talk" protocol.10 The
Commission also specifically noted this in its PCS order.1!

In conclusion, Apple's Petition and Comments offer no
compelling reason to allocate the 1910-1930 MHz band for
asynchronous application. For the foregoing reasons, its
Petition should be denied.

Respectfully submitted,

PACIFIC BELL

NEVADA BELL
JAMES P./TUTHILL O

BETSY S. GRANGER
140 New Montgomery St., Rm. 1525
San Francisco, California 94105
(415) 542-7649

JAMES L. WURTZ
1275 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004
(202) 383-6472

Their Attorneys

Date: November 19, 1993

9 Comments of HP, p. 2.
10 Comments of Northern Telecom, p. 3.
11

PCS order, para. 90.
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